
   

 I cannot believe it is May already.  Where did the year go?  It has been filled with 

busy days and exciting new adventures.  With the PSSAs behind us, students will con-

tinue to work hard and finish the year strong.  We will send the results home as soon 

as we receive them. 

Report Cards were sent home April 7th.   The fourth nine weeks progress reports will 

be sent home on May 2nd.  If you have any questions or comments, feel free to con-

tact your child’s teacher or me . 
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Shaunte’ DeLuca-Turner 

FOURTH        SIXTH 

Hunter Paolino         Kennedi Paolino 
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Inside this Issue 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

A monthly calendar will 

take the place of this 

section. 

Students of the Month 

Our students work hard to 

earn PAWS each month.  

When a student receives a 

PAW, they have a chance to 

become Student of the 

Month.  Each month, I 

choose one student from 

each grade level.  These 

students get their picture on 

the Student of the Month 

Bulletin Board and a certifi-

cate.  They also get to 

choose a coupon.  These 

coupons range from Pizza 

with the Principal to First in 

Line at Lunch.    A special 

thanks to all students who 

earn the PAWS 

 

“A master can tell you what he expects of 

you. A teacher, though awakens your own 

expectations.”  

Patricia Neal  

May 2nd—May 6th is Teacher Apprecia-

tion Week.  I want to thank all staff and 

teachers at Crafton Elementary for their 

dedication and loyalty each and every day. 
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The Weather is Changing 

 

Kindergarten in the Community 

At the Board Meeting on April 18th, we began the meet-

ing on a musical note.  Russ Pedersen, our band teacher, 

introduced our District Band students:  Aaron Dawson, 

Azjia Gardner, Layne Harman, and Sarah Pallus.  These 

students have been working hard to create their own 

song.  This was performed for us as well.  Congratula-

tions to all of the students for their dedication and hard 

work.

District Band 

Congratulations to our Spelling Bee Winners 
Our third graders were invited by the Crafton/Ingram 

Rotary to participate in a Spelling Bee with Montour and 

St. Philip’s schools.  Crafton Elementary had 7 repre-

sentatives from the two homerooms.  A special Kudos to 

our 1st place winner, Charlie Burcham.  He will go to 

Seven Springs to compete. 

Our Kindergarten classes were not left out during 

the PSSA week.  The students took the oppor-

tunity to get out in the community and visit some 

important places, the Crafton Fire Department 

and Police Station.  This was organized by the 

teachers, Jennifer Ferris, Kathy Helfrick, and 

Amy Rynn who also involved many parents to 

accompany them on this important journey.  Stu-

dents walked to each place and had a chance to 

meet fire fighters and police offic-

ers.  This brought their classroom 

to life, and the students were so 

excited to see these real-life super-

heroes.  Thank you to Crafton Fire 

Department and Police Station for 

letting our kindergarten students 

gain real-life experiences. 
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Bringing Learning to Life 

It was PSSA testing week on Crafton’s third floor, and there was a great flurry of excitement from the kids 

as they entered the building.  The reason for the excitement wasn’t the upcoming test, it was the anticipation of 

duck hatching day.   

Ann Gargis, mother of 5th grader, Peter Gargis, was responsible for bringing this exciting 

experience to Crafton.  She asked Pete’s science teacher if she was interested in hatching 

duck eggs with her classes and Mrs. Kelly jumped at the opportunity. 

Mrs. Gargis provided the incubator, 7 duck eggs, and a holding container with essentials 

for the new ducklings.  Once in the incubator, the class began the 28 day countdown 

until egg hatching.   

Pictures were posted daily displaying candling images of developmental changes in the 

eggs. Mrs. Gargis volunteered her time weekly to visit the classroom where she manual-

ly candled the eggs and discussed changes with small groups of students.  During these 

sessions, the students saw the difference between eggs that were maturing and those that 

were not.  Two eggs did not develop, and another had an unusually large air sac.   

As day 28 approached, the kids began to see the eggs wobble, and they saw 

tiny pips being poked through the shells.  Unfortunately, they didn’t witness 

the hatching that occurred over night, however, the excitement of watching the 

newborn ducklings waddle, walk, and fluff up was contagious.  Faculty, staff, 

and entire classrooms stopped by the third floor to visit the ducks and to see 

the shells from which they hatched.  Students began naming the ducklings.   

On the second day, something unexpected occurred.  A baby duckling was 

born with birth defects.  He was quickly given the name, Piper.  Teachers and 

students rallied to protect him.  With one disfigured leg and blindness in one 

eye, Piper struggled for survival.  Mrs. Kosko and Mrs. DeRoss packed him up 

and took him to the vet.  There, they had a video conference with a North Car-

olina vet who specialized in ducks. He advised us to separate Piper from the 

others and see what happened. A vigil of teachers fed Piper water and food 

from a dropper.  Piper’s short life was one surrounded by love.   

A choir of lively chirps brightened the third floor hallway as the three blue 

Swedish ducklings thrived.  One remaining pekin duck egg remained.   

So, a week of testing that often brings dread held a great excitement this year.  What 

a great learning experience for the students! 

 

Written by Noreen Kelly 
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  Utilizing the programs Birdbrain and Snap, 

STEAM students from Kindergarten through 3rd 

grade have been programming Finch Robots dur-

ing lunchtime classes.  The robots are on loan from 

Carnegie Mellon University this spring.  Each ro-

bot is connected to a computer via USB cord and 

can be programmed to move in all directions.  Students' commands can also 

cause their robots to make sounds and change colors, depending upon the scope 

and sequence of the code they design.  The children have had the opportunity to 

work through four levels of coding, with each level offering more complex 

coding options.  As with most technology, students quickly became familiar with the programs and ex-

perienced success with their commands... with excitement ensuing!  A big thanks goes out to CMU for 

loaning the robots to our school and to the Carlynton technology staff who installed the necessary pro-

grams on our desktop computers in the STEAM Lab.  

 

Written by Nick DeRoss 

   

Finch Robots in STEAM 

Join Us for the Crafton Elementary Cultural Day 
Date:  Saturday, May 14, 2016 

 

Time:  11 am to 1 pm 

 

Place:  Crafton Elementary School 

 

We are cordially inviting you to the 1st Crafton Elementary School 

Cultural Day.  The students of Crafton Elementary researched and 

created various displays from the regions of the world.  Students, par-

ents, grandparents, and members of the community are welcome!  

Please come and see the many cultures from around the world. 
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                    MISSION 

 Education is certainly worth the commitment of time, money, and effort. 

 Education is a cooperative effort of parents, students, staff, and             

 community. 

 All students are unique individuals with varied interest and abilities. 

 All students can be successful learners based on their ability. 

 All students have a right to be educated to the fullest potential. 

 Individual guidance is critical to maximize each student's potential. 

 Students should be encouraged to explore their potential. 

 High expectations directly affect performance. 

 Every individual has worth and deserves respect and dignity. 

 A nurturing, safe environment is conducive to learning. 

 The school district should encourage students to be responsible members 

of a global society. 

 The Carlynton School District, 

 recognizing the shared responsibility  

of the educators, students and families  

of this culturally diverse community,  

will provide a challenging educational  

program for all students within  

a safe, nurturing environment,  

which will enable them to function as  

productive, ethical and responsible  

global citizens.  

 

CRAFTON ELEMENTARY 

412-922-7196 

FAX: 412-922-7587 

marsha.burleson@carlynton.k12.pa.us  

CSD 

We are on the web 

www.carlynton.k12.pa.us 


